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1. Summary  

 
1.1 This paper provides an update on the Committee’s investigation into personal debt. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the scope and terms of reference for an investigation into 

personal debt in London, as agreed under delegated authority by the Chair in consultation 

with party Group Lead Members. 

 

 

3. Background  
 
3.1 At its meeting on 9 September 2014, the Committee delegated authority to the Chair to agree the 

scope and terms of reference for an investigation into personal debt in London. Following 

agreement, as set out below, the investigation was launched in late September 2014, with a call for 

views and information published by the Committee.   

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 The scope of the investigation is summarised in Appendix 1, which has been published to invite 

submissions from experts and stakeholders. The following terms of reference were agreed: 

 To examine the nature, scale and drivers of consumer and cost of living debt in London, with a 

view to identifying any demographic groups disproportionately affected by problem debt;  

 To review progress against the London Debt Strategy Group’s 2011 report, Treading Water; and 

 To assess the effectiveness of debt support provision across the statutory, private and voluntary 

sectors, and to make recommendations to key stakeholders about future service provision. 
 

4.2 The Committee has agreed to use its meetings in November and December 2014 to discuss this 

topic. Following further research into the issues the investigation is considering and the range of 

stakeholders, it is anticipated that a further discussion may be required at the Committee’s meeting 

in January 2015. An update and further proposals will be provided by officers at a future meeting.  



        

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

Appendix 1 – Scoping report: investigation into personal problem debt 
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